
 
 

2020 Mapping Blitz Survey and Safety Protocol 
 

1. Participate in or watch the training webinar. The webinar will air live on Tuesday, July 21st at 5:30pm. 
During the live webinar, you can ask questions. It will be recorded and viewable afterward. Register for 
the webinar here. 

2. Sign up the reporter and driver as volunteers. To sign up, email asa.plonsky@goldensandsrcd.org. 
Include your first and last names, the best way to contact you (email/phone number), the county where 
you’d like to survey, and any other information that you think might be important to the organizers. Also 
include a signed hold harmless form for each person. You can access the hold harmless form here.  

3. You will be sent information for a premade survey route. Each route is about 25 miles. There are four 
premade routes in each county. Once you finish one route, you are welcome to sign up for another.  

4. Before you go out and map invasive species along the route, make sure that you understand the route 
and route map. Make sure the driver is aware of the turns that will take place along the trip. Make sure 
that you’re comfortable identifying the priority species. Here are helpful identification guides for teasel, 
Japanese knotweed, and wild parsnip. Finally, make sure that you know how to make invasive species 
reports using the GLEDN app. Here is a guide. 

5. Travel to the survey area and drive the survey route. One volunteer is the driver. The driver will not look 
for invasive species or make reports. The driver will obey all traffic laws and safely operate the vehicle. 
If driving significantly under the speed limit, the driver must use flashing hazard lights and be aware of 
approaching vehicles. If you have access to a flashing amber rooftop light, we encourage you to use it. 
For every 2 hours of continuous driving, the driver should take a 15 minute break. 

6. The other volunteer is the reporter. The reporter will notify the driver of any upcoming turns, look for 
invasive species, and make reports of any priority invasive species found. When making reports using 
the GLEDN app, get a clear photo of the plant(s). Also please double check that the recorded location is 
accurate. If safe to do so, you may pull over to get a closer photo of the plant. Try to remain in your car 
whenever possible for safety purposes. If you leave your car for short periods, please wear high 
visibility or fluorescent clothing. Do not park for an extended period of time along busy roads or state 
highways. 

7. In order to map both sides of the road, the reporter will either carefully watch both sides of the road, or 
the volunteer pair will drive the route twice and focus on one side of the road each time. 

8. Please report all populations of teasel, Japanese knotweed, and wild parsnip. You can report other 
invasive species as well, if you feel comfortable identifying them.  

9. When you have finished mapping a route, email asa.plonsky@goldensandsrcd.org and let her know by 
September 30th at the latest. She will send you a short form to finish the process. 

 
If you experience any issues or have any questions, please contact Asa Plonsky at 
asa.plonsky@goldensandsrcd.org or (715)343-6215x707. 
 
 
Special thanks to Jill Hapner and Chris Gaetzke for sharing expertise that made this event possible. 
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