
Central Wisconsin Invasives Partnership (CWIP) CISMA Meeting 
November 7th, 2019 

1:00pm - 2:30pm 
Golden Sands RC&D Office: Learning Landing 

Stevens Point, WI 
 

Attendees:  Asa Plonsky (Golden Sands RC&D Council), Joshua Beneš (Golden Sands RC&D 
Council), Ed Hernandez (Waushara County LCD), Reesa Evans (Central Wisconsin Nature 
Foundation), Janet Smith (North Central Conservancy Trust NCCT), Sam Peterson (Adams 
County LCD), Colette Camerano (Petenwell and Castle Rock Stewards PACRS), Dustin Ladd 
(Juneau County LWRD), Sarah Fleck (Juneau County LWRD), Eric Olson (UW-Extension Lakes), 
John Eron (Portage County Weed Commissioner) 
 

Online Attendees: Paul Gunderson (Green Lake County LCD) 
 

Meeting began at: 1:01PM 
 

Welcome and introductions: Those present introduced themselves.  
 

Approval of Minutes: One correction was made orally to the June 2019 minutes to change 
Reesa Evans’ affiliation from “Adams County Lake Specialist” to “Central Wisconsin Nature 
Foundation. Motion made by Beneš, seconded by Evans, to approve the June 2019 minutes with 
this small change. Motion passed unanimously.  
 

Election of Executive Officers: 
Chairperson - Motion was made by Beneš, seconded by Evans, to appoint Eric Olson as 
Chair. Motion passed unanimously.   
Vice-Chairperson - Motion was made by Beneš, seconded by Smith, to appoint Reesa 
Evans as Vice-Chair. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Updates from Asa Plonsky, new CWIP coordinator, and Joshua Beneš, former CWIP 
coordinator and current fiscal sponsor: 
 

Financial 
Previous Grants 
 

- Ruffed Grouse Society Drummer Fund - Funds were used for the September 2019 CWIP 
Central Wisconsin Landowner Invasive Plant Field Day held in Waushara County, along 
with holding meetings and putting together the CWIP website and Facebook page. All 
main deliverables have been met. The funds have all been used, and a final 
reimbursement request will be submitted soon. 
 

Current Grants 
 



- DNR Weed Management Area Grant 2018-2020 - Funds to be used for CISMA meetings, 
website, Facebook page, and Waushara County workshop. Some funds left which could 
be used for projects outside of the Great Lakes Basin.  
 

- DNR Weed Management Area Grant 2019-2021 - Funds be used to hold a multi-session 
forest invasive plant identification workshop in 2020. Funds have yet to be used. 
 

- USFS CWMA Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Grant 2019-2021 - Funds are to be used 
for control/monitoring in the Great Lakes Basin and coordination of projects in the Great 
Lakes Basin. Targeted species include buckthorn, common valerian, flowering rush, 
japanese knotweed, oriental bittersweet, phragmites, amur cork tree, giant hogweed, 
japanese hops, and poison hemlock. Funds are also to be used to hold a right-of-way 
invasives workshop and mapping blitz in 2020.  
 

Potential Grants 
 

- USFS CWMA Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Grant 2020-2022 - Potential ideas include 
japanese hedgeparsley control/monitoring, joint volunteer monitoring workshop with 
Wisconsin First Detector Network (WIFDN) at Muir Park in Marquette County.  
 

Hernandez recommended contacting Scott Schuman, Parks Director for Waushara 
County, to ask for any public lands in Waushara County that are in need of invasives 
mapping for a potential joint workshop with WIFDN. Scott has used Americorps to help 
control invasives in the past. 
A member suggested asking Kelly Kearns for a list of species for the new GLRI grant. 

A member suggested, on the topic of public lands, that we contact Jes Roloff on topics 
related to invasive species around hydropower dams.  
Evans asked if CWIP can only do control projects on public land. Plonsky explained that 
CWIP can do projects on public and private land, but that a WIFDN workshop would be 
limited to public lands. 
Olson recommended keeping knotweed in the new GLRI application, but also considering 
Phragmites projects like public outreach and volunteer mapping. 
Evans pointed out that japanese knotweed is growing on the shore of Mason Lake and 
Big Roche-a-Cri Lake in Adams County.  
Peterson pointed out that japanese knotweed is growing near the intersection of Hwy 21 
and CTH Z in Adams County. 
Eron said that Portage and Wood Counties treated many acres of wild parsnip this year. 
General discussion followed regarding noxious weed laws and the lack of weed 
commissioners in the state.  
Eron explained that wild cucumber will likely be declared a noxious weed in Portage 
County. Although native, the plant is damaging farmer’s windbreaks. Listing wild 
cucumber as a noxious weed is supported by Wild Ones and the Audubon Society.  
Smith brought up another vine that can smother plants - black bindweed. 



Olson explained that there is a gap in invasive plant monitoring along the Wisconsin 
River, and that local groups may be able to help. Beneš said that he would check in with 
Golden Sands staff to see what monitoring takes place on the Wisconsin River.  

 

- DNR Early Detection and Response Grant - Plonsky is going to apply for Early Detection 
and Response funds to treat japanese knotweed in Portage County.  

- DNR Weed Management Area Grant 2020-2022 - Projects should be focused on forest 
invasives. Potential species include amur cork tree, oriental bittersweet, japanese 
hedgeparsley. 

- PEDIP - This grant would have given CWIP funds to conduct monitoring and control 
efforts for prohibited invasive species. Jason Granberg, the contact for this grant, says 
that the group in charge of allocating funds has not made any decisions. We are unsure 
whether these funds will be received. 

 

Central Wisconsin Landowner Invasive Plant Field Day 
Workshop was held on September 28th, 2019 in Mount Morris, Waushara County. The 
workshop was held jointly with IPAW, and Anne Pearce of IPAW was a big help in 
planning and presenting. Fifteen people attended, including landowners, volunteers, 
university students, and others. Attendees learned about invasive plant ID, management, 
and monitoring. Dick Hansen, property owner and host, led a walk in the afternoon and 
discussed invasives management on his property.  

 

New Members 
Schmeeckle Reserve UWSP, Petenwell and Castle Rock Stewards, North Central 
Conservancy Trust, and the UWSP Herbarium signed the CWIP Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU). Plonsky asked if these organizations should be accepted as 
members. Motion made by Hernandez, seconded by Evans to accept all new members. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Documents 
MOU/Bylaws 

 

- MOU - Plonsky explained that changes were made to wording involving “member” and 
“partner.” Early in the formation of CWIP, it was decided to refer to signatories of the 
MOU as “members” and informal cooperators as “partners.” MOU changes reflect this 
choice. Some wording was changed for clarity. The “Indemnification” clause was 
removed to make the MOU more agreeable for county legal counsels.  

- Bylaws - Plonsky explained that wording was changed for clarity and to reflect CWIP 
definitions of “member” and “partner.” A clause was added for dissolution.  

- Motion made by Smith, seconded by Ladd, to approve the edits to the MOU and Bylaws. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Strategic Management Plan/Work Plan 
 



- Strategic Management Plan - Plonsky said that this document gives background on CWIP 
and our formation. It outlines major goals and reasoning behind goals.  

- Work Plan - Plonsky explained that this document takes goals from the Strategic 
Management Plan and outlines actions needed to reach those goals.  

 

Evans said that the Strategic Management Plan and Work Plan should specify who is 
responsible for updating the CWIP website and Facebook. Plonsky agreed to add a 
section that says the coordinator is responsible for updating the website and Facebook.  
General discussion followed regarding how to measure progress based on the work 
plans. It was decided that at the CWIP annual meeting, a document should be presented 
that lists CWIP’s accomplishments toward work plan goals along with accomplishments 
of member organizations. 

 

- Motion made by Beneš, seconded by Hernandez to approve the CWIP Strategic 
Management Plan and Work Plan with the change suggested by Evans. 

 

Priority Invasive Species 
 

- Plonsky explained that this document is meant to help CWIP decide which projects 
should take priority in order to work most efficiently.  

- Discussion and approval of this document is moved to the next meeting. 
 

Outreach 
In August, Plonsky attended a river clean-up event held by the Friends of the 
Tomorrow/Waupaca River to do outreach for CWIP and to survey for japanese 
knotweed. 
In September, Plonsky attended the Wisconsin Trappers Association Conference in 
Marshfield to do outreach for CWIP.  
The CWIP website and Facebook page are continually updated. The Facebook page has 
more than 140 likes, and there are more than 120 people on CWIP’s contact list.  
 

Surveying and Training 
Plonsky has completed some surveying for japanese knotweed and japanese 
hedgeparsley, mostly in Portage County. 
Plonsky completed the Pesticide Applicator exam, and is now certified by DATCP to 
apply pesticides in Right-of-Way/Natural Areas and Aquatic/Mosquito situations.  

 

Work Group Discussion 
Plonsky listed the current work groups: Right of Way & Roadside Invasives Management, 
FERC Licencing and Dam Operations, Wisconsin River Invasives Management, Mapping 
& Monitoring, Education & Outreach through hands-on workshops, and Volunteer, Citizen, 
and Landowner Coordination. Plonsky asked if some of the names could be shorted - 
Right of Way Invasives Management, Education & Outreach, and Volunteer and 
Landowner Coordination. There was a general consensus that this was a good idea.  

http://www.cwipartnership.org/
http://www.facebook.com/cwipartnership


General discussion followed regarding the function of work groups. A work group will 
function as both a contact list and sometimes a decision-making/brainstorming entity 
for issues that correspond with that work group. 
 

Group Roundtable 
 

Evans mentioned that corporations often have grant opportunities and recommended 
looking into Allied, Subaru, Culvers, boated associations, and Kwik Trip. 
 

Eron updated the committee on his outreach activities, including field trips and 
presentations to grade school students, a presentation with Pete Arntsen at the State 
Highway Commissioners Conference, and distributing laminated invasive species cards 
to roadside right-of-way workers. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at: 2:45pm 
 


