
Central Wisconsin Invasives Partnership (CWIP) CISMA Meeting 
March 25th, 2019 
1:30pm - 4:00pm 

Learning Landing at Golden Sands RC&D offices. 
Stevens Point, WI 

 

Attendees:  Joshua Beneš (Golden Sands RC&D Council) Eric Olson (UW-Extension Lakes), 
Patrick Nehring (UW-Extension Waushara County), Bob Freckmann (UWSP - herbarium, NCCT), 
Shane Wucherpfennig (Wood County LCD), Bridget O’Brien (Master Naturalist), Natalie Dutack 
(River Alliance of Wisconsin), Paul Skawinski (UW-Extension Lakes), Chris Hamerla (Golden 
Sands RC&D Council), Brett Markiewicz (Golden Sands RC&D Council) 
 

Online Attendees: Pete Arntsen (Prairie Enthusiasts), Mic Armstrong (Monroe County CISMA), 
Don Kissinger (Wisconsin DNR), Charlie Kwak (BLM), Katie Frauen (BLM), Anna Cisar (Golden 
Sands RC&D), Dennis Weiss (Juneau County Highway Department).  
 

Welcome and introductions: 
Those present introduced themselves both online and in-person.  Beneš gave a short status 
update for CWIP: 

- CWIP has received a small amount of funds from the DNR’s WMA grant to startup a 
Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA) in central Wisconsin. 

- There have been 5 CWIP meetings to date. 
- CWIP has defined a project area including Wood, Portage, Waushara, Adams, Juneau, 

and Marquette Counties. 
- CWIP has identified some partners within CWIP and are working on identifying more. 
- CWIP has started to consider how to form its organizational structure and what 

members would serve on the steering committee. 
- CWIP is stating to build work groups that will focus on specific tasks of our CISMA. 

 

Discussion about Work Groups that are Forming: 
Right-of-way & Roadside Invasives Management 

- Had our first Zoom meeting on March 20th. During this meeting, partners had a 
conversation about what role CWIP could play moving forward: 

- CWIP will encourage and assist Land Conservation Departments to help identify 
and appoint a Weed Commissioner if they do not have one already. 

- CWIP will promote UW-Extension’s workshop that they are putting on in July 
focusing on promoting educational opportunities to roadside and right-of-way 
managers around invasive species management. 

- CWIP will focus on enhancing mapping of roadside invasives. 
- CWIP will look into funding to create “trunk cards” and other informational 

materials for Phragmites, Spotted Knapweed, and high-priority prohibited species 
that can be provided to roadside maintenance crews. UW-Extension already 
made similar cards for Wild Parsnip. 



FERC Licencing and Dam Operations 
- On June 13th, Benes will be meeting with Cheryl Laatsch and Joelle Muschel over the 

phone to discuss FERC licences in our region and what role CWIP may be able to play. 
Anyone interested in being part of this conversation should contact Benes. 

Wisconsin River Invasives Management 
- Several partners had a Zoom meeting for this work group on March 11th. Discussed 

ownership of islands on the Wisconsin River, possible events around the river, and what 
steps need to be done. 

- River Alliance may be able to provide boats for a event focused on the Wisconsin River. 
- BLM provided maps of the islands they own on the Wisconsin River.  

Mapping & Monitoring 
- No meeting yet. Planning on one within the next month or two. 

Education & Outreach through hands-on workshops 
- No meeting yet. Planning on one soon to discuss planning for workshop on Dick 

Hansen’s property on September 21st. 
Volunteer, Citizen, and Landowner Coordination. 

- No meeting yet. Planning on one within the next month or two. 
Drafting Mission Statement, Forming our Governance Structure, Writing our Strategic Plan 

- Meeting with specific partners at the end of today’s meeting to discuss next steps. 
 
Add Green Lake County to Partnership? 
Benes explained that he chatted with Paul Gunderson, Green Lake County’s Land 
Conservationist. Gunderson indicated that he would be interested in having Green Lake County 
get involved in CWIP. Benes asked the group if everyone would be okay to add Green Lake 
County to the partnership. Everyone was okay to have Green Lake County join. 
 
Review Facebook Page, Website, and Brochure 
Benes previewed drafts of the Facebook Page, Website, and Brochure. Benes received a lot of 
feedback on the brochure and will incorporate recommendations in an updated version. He is 
planning on getting the brochure printed by the end of the month. 
 
Landowner Workshop 
IPAW approached CWIP about the workshop we have scheduled in September on Dick Hansen’s 
property. IPAW was interested in having this day be a joint field day. A $20 registration fee is 
charged for non-IPAW members (members are fee) at the IPAW field days. In turn, IPAW 
handles the registration, pays for lunch, and provides field guides and other outreach materials, 
and host the event page on the IPAW website and promotes it through other outlets 
(newsletters, member email list, and listserv). After some discussion, the group decided that we 
should move forward with IPAW to jointly host this workshop. 
 
Grant Opportunities 
There was discussion about what the themes should be the focus for the DNR WMA grant. 

- Benes went through a draft narrative and received feedback.  



- Frauen and Kwak went over the islands that are in the Wisconsin River that the BLM 
owns. We discussed how one element of the WMA grant could lay the groundwork for 
future work on the Wisconsin River. 

- We discussed “roadside blitz” events for mapping invasive species. Decided to make the 
deliverables “volunteer hours” and not “miles of roads mapped” to be sure we can have 
flexibility in how volunteers collect data (walking, biking, driving). Benes will reach out to 
other CISMAs in the state to see how they conducted their roadside blitz events. 

 
Bylaws and MOUs: 
Benes walked through a current draft of the bylaws. Partners provided a lot of feedback for 
specific sections of the bylaws. After a fair amount of discussion, Benes said that he will 
provide edits to some sections of the bylaws and start the MOUs and seek feedback from 
another draft.  
 
 
 


