
Great Lakes Early Detection Network App-   
Part 1: Getting Started 
 

The Great Lakes Early Detection Network (GLEDN) App allows you to use your smartphone or 
tablet to easily report valuable invasive species observations. The GLEDN app is connected to 
EDDMapS, a nationwide database of invasive species observations.  

 

Step 1: Create an EDDMapS Account 

Go to www.eddmaps.org and click on Register to create an account. Fill in your name, email, and set up a password. All 
other information on the registration form is optional 

 
 

Step 2: Download the GLEDN App 

To learn more about the app, visit http://apps.bugwood.org/apps/gledn/   

To download the app, search for Great Lakes Early Detection Network in Google Play (Android users) or the App Store 
(Apple/iOS users). You may need to search “GLEDN” or “Great Lakes EDN” to see the app in the stores. 

 

Step 3: Login to EDDMapS from the GLEDN App 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now you’re ready to use the app! 

(Required to be able to submit observations) 
Select EDDMapS Login from the main menu 
in the GLEDN app.  
Then log in using your email and password for 
your EDDMapS account. 
 

http://www.eddmaps.org/
http://apps.bugwood.org/apps/gledn/


      Great Lakes Early Detection Network App-  
      Part 2: Using the App 
         
         Before using the app in the field, you should have already: 

1) Set up an EDDMapS account 
2) Downloaded the GLEDN app 
3) Signed into EDDMapS from the GLEDN app 

To report an invasive species infestation from the field, follow these steps: 

Step 1: Select Species to Report 

This can be done in one of two ways: 

A) Select species from All Species list 

               

B) Create a custom My Species List and select species from that list. 

   

Use the search box or scroll 
through the list to find your 
species. 

Select Scientific to search 
or sort by scientific name. 

Use this option to select 
species you commonly see or 
that are priority species for 
your area. Selected species 
will show a checkmark. 



Step 2: Allow GPS Tracking 

                         
 

 

Step 3: Fill in Infestation Information 

When you select a species, the app will show you the reporting form: 

 

 

 

 

 

Tip: 
Select the blue 

information icon next to 
a species name to see 

pictures and descriptions 
of that species. This is 
one way to check that 

you are correctly 
identifying the species. 

A: Check species, 
date, and time. Leave 
“site name” blank. 

B: Add photo(s) to your 
report for verification 

C: Map the infestation 

D: Additional information 

E: Save report 



A: Check species, date, and time 

Make sure you have selected the correct species and that the date and time are accurate.  
Leave “site name” blank. Newer versions of the app do not have the “site name” field. 
 

 

 

 

B: Add photo(s) to your report for verification 

After you submit your reports, they are verified before they are added to EDDMapS. Taking good photos is key for 
verification; if a report cannot be verified with the photos, it may not be added to EDDMapS. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tip: 
Take at least one photo 

of the whole plant and at 
least one close-up photo 
of defining characteristics 

like flowers, fruits, and 
leaves.  

 

When you tap the camera icon to take a 
photo, you can take a picture with your 
device’s camera. When you have taken 
one photo, you can delete it or save it. 
To take another picture, select the 
camera icon again. 



C: Map the infestation  

Select the map icon to map the infestation.  

 

The map will show a red marker where it is mapping your plant (below, left). If you want to place the point somewhere 
else, tap the screen in that location. A blue circle will mark your point. 

If you choose to map your infestation as a polygon (for instance, if you have a large patch of one species), select Polygon 
from the bottom of the map page (below, right). Then draw your polygon. 

When you are done mapping, select Done to save the map. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tip: 
It might be difficult to decide whether to map a point or a polygon. If you are reporting a single, lone 
plant, then it makes sense to use a point. However, if you are faced with a large infestation of plants 

(garlic mustard as far as the eye can see!), using a polygon will surely save you a lot of time.  

If you plan to use the data yourself, you might consider how you will use the data and whether it makes 
sense to be able to track individual plants or to use more general polygon information. If you are 

collecting data for someone else, you can ask them if they have a preference. 

 



D: Additional information 

Recording additional information in the boxes below or in the notes section can be helpful for tracking the infestation 
over time. For instance, if you map a polygon but still want to know some details about the plants, you can select a plant 
density range or add an estimate of the number of individual plants or life stage of plants in the notes section. 

 

E: Save report 

When you save your report, it will be added to your Upload Queue, which holds the reports in the app until you upload 
them to EDDMapS. 

 
 

Step 4: Upload Your Reports   

           

 

When you have reports to upload, the 
main menu will show a number in the 
Upload Queue (left).  

When you select Upload Queue, you 
will see a list of your reports (right).  

At the top of the list, select Actions, 
then select the reports to upload. 

Finally, select Upload to finish 
uploading the reports. 

Tip: 
When you select Upload, it might 

not look like anything is happening. 
Be patient! When the reports have 
uploaded, you will see a message 

on the screen. 

If you select Upload multiple times, 
you will submit duplicate reports. 

 
Questions? Contact WIFDN:  
WIFDNcoordinator@gmail.com 
fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wifdn 

 

mailto:WIFDNcoordinator@gmail.com

